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Town  of  Bow  Island 

(Revised  March,  1960) 


1.  LOCATION 

North-east  quarter  of  Sec.  35-10-11-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  1.  This 
location  is  58  miles  east  of  Lethbridge  and  38  miles  west  of  Medicine  Hat  on 
Highway  No.  3.  It  is  also  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Line  from  Medicine 
Hat  to  Vancouver. 


2.  ALTITUDE 

2,621  feet  Latitude  - 49/52  Longitude  - 111/22 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer  temperature  - 59°F 
Mean  winter  temperature  - 26° F 
Mean  yearly  temperature  - 39.5°F 

Note:  The  foregoing  is  estimated  from  the  nearest  weather  station. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Annual  rainfall  - 7.10  inches 

Annual  snowfall  - 30.55  inches 

Total  annual  precipitation  - 12.65  inches 

Note:  The  foregoing  is  estimated  from  the  nearest  weather  station. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  Belly  River  formation  is  bedrock  at  Bow  Island.  This  formation  is 
a series  of  sandy  shales  with  occasional  sandstone  bands.  The  Belly  River 
formation  is  a coal  bearing  horizon.  At  Steveville  it  forms  the  Badlands  which 
are  best  known  because  of  the  fossilized  dinosaur  remains  found  in  them. 

6.  SOIL 

Bow  Island  is  in  the  brown  soil  zone. 

Soil  Profile: 

In  the  normal  profile  the  surface  (A)  horizon  is  about  five  inches  deep 
and  brown  in  color.  The  B horizon  is  commonly  brownish  in  color  and  lime 
(BCA)  is  found  at  depths  averaging  15  inches  below  the  surface.  The  parent 
material  (C)  is  found  at  depths  of  20  to  24  inches.  In  the  other  zones  this 
horizon  occurs  at  greater  depths. 

Fertility: 

Lack  of  moisture  is  the  principle  limiting  factor  in  crop  production. 
Soils  in  this  zone  are  relatively  low  in  nitrogen  and  imder  irrigation  often  re- 
spond to  phosphorus  fertilizers. 
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Vegetation: 

Short  grass  prairie. 

Land  Use: 

Only  the  most  favorable  soil  types  can  be  considered  arable.  Most  of 
the  area  is  desirable  for  ranching.  Where  farmed,  wheat  is  the  principle  crop 
grown.  Cropping  practises  must  provide  for  moisture  conservation,  and  con- 
trol of  soil  drifting.  The  long  frost-free  period  makes  this  zone  a desirable 
area  for  the  development  of  irrigation. 


7.  HISTORY 

Bow  Island  was  named  after  the  Bow  River.  At  the  turn  of  the  cen- 
tury, what  is  known  as  Bow  Island  was  part  of  a large  ranching  district.  As 
the  government  leases  ran  out  the  area  was  thrown  open  for  homesteads. 

The  first  homesteaders  arrived  in  1907  and  a small  settlement  sprang 
up  along  the  railway.  During  the  next  few  years  more  and  more  homestead 
land  became  available  and  was  settled  quickly  with  enthusiastic  folk  who  saw 
great  opportunity  in  the  fertile  land  that  needed  no  brushing  or  clearing.  In 
due  course  a thriving  business  centre  grew  where  the  town  now  stands. 

A steady  growth  in  population  was  greatly  encouraged  by  a series  of 
good  crops  and  high  wheat  prices.  Prosperity  increased  gradually  until  after 
the  beginning  of  the  First  World  War,  at  which  time  Bow  Island  had  25 
business  concerns. 

During  the  first  years  of  the  war  and  for  a number  of  years  following, 
the  district  was  hit  by  a series  of  crop  failures  which  hampered  growth  of  the 
town  and  district.  This  ill  fortune  was  followed  by  the  depression  years  when 
grain  prices  were  low.  Many  of  the  people  left  the  district.  Houses  and  stores 
were  put  on  skids  and  moved  elsewhere  and  the  property  became  almost  worth- 
less. 


Bow  Island  was  incorporated  a town  February  1,  1912.  The  first  mayor 
was  E.  W.  Locker,  j 

Old  timers  in  the  district  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Potter,  B.  Barker,  J. 
Hoel,  Jim  Adquist,  Mr.  Schonerts,  Mr.  Degenstein,  W.  Green,  B.  Whitney,  Sun 
Chuen  and  E.  Gaidge. 

The  town  became  one  of  the  first  in  the  province  to  be  lighted  and 
heated  with  gas.  In  1913  the  town  drilled  and  brought  into  production  its 
own  natural  gas  well.  In  later  years  the  town  sold  the  franchise  for  gas  to 
Canadian  Western  Natural  Gas  Co.  The  fact  remains  that  Bow  Island  resi- 
dents through  all  the  years  have  received  heat  and  light  at  a very  small  cost. 

First  store  in  the  district  was  operated  by  Sun  Chuen.  The  first  post 
office  was  a half  mile  out  of  town  and  the  first  postmaster  was  J.  W.  Hopkins. 

The  first  school  was  built  in  1909.  The  teachers  were  Miss  Johnson  and 
Mrs.  Hopkins  who  had  both  been  governesses  on  ranches  in  the  district. 

According  to  old  timers  a mistake  was  made  in  the  naming  of  -Bow  Island. 
The  Bow  and  Belly  Rivers  joined  north  of  the  village  of  Grassy  Lake  and  the 


2 


town  of  Bow  Island  was  supposed  to  be  where  the  village  of  Grassy  Lake  now 
stands. 


A narrow  gauge  railway  was  built  in  1885  and  operated  between  Medi- 
cine Hat  and  Lethbridge.  In  1907  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  built  the 
regular  line  between  the  two  points. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Bow  Island  in  the  last  few  years  has  had  growing  pains.  Modem  stores 
and  homes  have  been  built  and  today  the  community  is  a bustling  town.  The 
gravelled  streets  are  wide  and  the  residential  area  is  well  treed.  A modem 
school  provides  education  facilities  for  grades  1 to  12.  Six  churches  meet  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  community.  Good  hunting  and  fishing  provides  a pastime 
for  many  residents. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a council  consisting  of  a Mayor  elected  for  a 
two  year  term,  and  six  Councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three-year  term. 
The  Secretary-Treasurer  carries  out  the  policies  set  by  the  coimcil. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  town  hires  its  own  Police  Constable. 

R.C.M.P.  police  the  rural  points  and  highways. 


Building  Regulations: 

All  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings  or  removal  of  buildings  must  first 
be  approved  by  council,  and  then  a permit  issued  for  same. 


Tho  town  hos  o modGrn  odministrotivo  O'fFico 
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The  electrical  code  conforms  to  the  requirements  of  the  Alberta  Elec- 
trical Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  regulations  conform  to  the  Alberta  Public  Health  Regulations. 

n.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

There  is  a fire  chief  and  14  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment: 

One  Ford  Chemical  and  Hose  Truck. 

Hose-reel  500  feet  of  2/1  inch  hose  with  shut  off  nozzles  and  leader  line  tip. 
Hose  keys  and  axes. 

30  gallon  Soda  Acid  Tank  with  50  feet  of  % inch  hose  and  shut-off  nozzle. 
Small  Industrial  Siren. 

30  hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout  the  town. 

Elevated  water  tank  - 40,000  gallon  capacity.  The  water  is  pumped  direct 
from  a 17,000,000  gallon  reservoir  via  electrically  operated  pumps  with  natural 
gas  engine  stand-by. 
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TAX  STRUCTURE 


1959  Assessment 

Land,  100%  of  value  

. $235,365 

Improvements,  100%  of  fair  value. 

996,260 

Rnsinpss 

220,265 

Power  

30,500 

$1,482,390 

Mill  Rate: 

Municipal  School 
10  33 


Hospital  Total 

1 44  mills 


13.  AREAS 

Area  of  town  - 446  acres 
Public  parks  - 240  acres 

Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 

Asphalt  Gravel  Unpaved  Unopened  Total 

Provincial  Main .75  .75 

Streets  and  Roads  15  2 8 

Lanes  and  Alleys 112 

10.75  mi. 

There  are  3 miles  of  concrete  sidewalk. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  Sewers  - nil 
Sanitary  Sewers  - 3 miles 
Water  Mains  - 3.5  miles 
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15.  POWER 


Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supphed  under  a ten  year  franchise  by 
Calgary  Power. 

Domestic  Rates: 

Available  only  for  lighting,  heating,  cooking,  domestic  power  and  ordin- 
ary uses  in  private  houses  and  apartments  used  exclusively  for  residential 
purposes. 

First  20  KWH  (or  less)  - $3.10  gross  minimum. 

Subject  to  30c  prompt  payment  discount,  making  $2.80  net  minimum. 

All  over  20  KWH  used  per  month  - VAc  net  per  KWH. 

Note:  Discount  of  30c  per  month  applies  on  all  bills  paid  within  ten 
days  of  date  rendered. 

Reconnection  Charges  - $5.60 

Connection  Charge  - $1.00 

Commercial  Rates: 

Available  where  other  rates  listed  do  not  apply. 

Minimum  Monthly  Charge  - First  500  watts  of  installed  capacity  - 
$3.10  gross;  $2.80  net  which  includes  payment  consumption  up  to  20  KWH  per 
month;  and, 

Each  additional  250  watts  of  installed  capacity  - $1.00  net  per  month 
which  includes  payment  for  additional  consumption  up  to  10  KWH  per  month. 

Energy  Charge  - For  all  consumption  in  excess  of  the  number  of  kilo- 
watt hours  included  in  the  minimum  charge  block  - 2c  net  per  KWH. 

Note:  Discount  of  30c  applies  on  all  monthly  bills  paid  within  ten 
days  of  date  rendered. 

Consumer’s  Deposit  - twice  the  gross  monthly  minimum  charge  or  at 
the  company’s  option,  twice  the  consumer’s  estimated  monthly  bill. 

Reconnection  Charge  - $6.00 

Power  Rates: 

Three  phase  alternating  current,  available  upon  annual  contract  basis 
only  for  motors  of  five  horsepower  and  over  if  three-phase  circuit  exists  or  if 
load  is  sufficient  to  warrant  the  extension  of  three-phase  lines  and/or  trans- 
former installation. 

A service  charge  of  $1.00  per  month  per  kilovolt-ampere  of  installation 
(one  motor  horsepower  or  one  kilowatt  in  resistance  heating  apparatus  to  be 
considered  equivalent  to  one  kilovolt-ampere  (KVA),  plus  energy  charges  as 
undemoted. 

First  50  KWH  per  month  of  KVA  of  installation  - 5c  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 3/3C  per  KWH. 

All  over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 1?3C  per  KWH. 

Discount:  10%,  10  days  based  on  the  even  dollars  only  of  total  bill,  with 
a minimum  discount  of  30c  per  month. 
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Minimum  monthly  charge  - $3,30  gross,  $3.00  net  or  the  amount  of  the 
service  charge,  whichever  is  greater. 

Consumer’s  Deposit  - $2.00  per  KVA  of  installation,  and  not  less  tlian 
$6.00  or,  at  the  company’s  option. 


16.  WATER 


Water  is  obtained  from  the  St.  Mary,  Milk  River  Irrigation  Development 
Project  and  is  pumped  into  a 17,000,000  gallon  reservoir  which  goes  through 
a modem  filtration  plant  into  a 1,000,000  gallon  underground  storage  tank. 
The  treated  and  filtered  water  is  then  pumped  as  required  into  a 40,000  gallon 
elevated  tank  on  an  automatic  basis  by  pumps  operated  by  electricity  with 
natural  gas  engine  standby. 


Rates: 

First  3 M gallons  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.25. 

Next  4 M gallons  used  per  month  - 45c  per  M gallons. 
All  excess  gallons  used  per  month  - 40c  per  M gallons. 


Water  Analysis 

Total  Solids 

Ignition  loss 

Hardness 

Sulphates 

Chlorides 

Alkalinity 

Nature  of  Alkalinity 

Nitrites 

Nitrates 


Parts  per  Million 

240 

80 

140 

53 

3 

110 

Bicarbonate  of  Lime  and  Magnesium 
Trace 
0.4 


Remarks: 
settled  out. 


Chemically  this  water  is  suitable  after  iron  content  has  been 


Many  provincial  services  are  available  through  this  office 
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17.  GAS 


Natural  gas  is  sold  in  bulk  to  the  town  by  Canadian  Western  Natural  Gas 
Co.  Ltd.  The  town  owns  the  distribution  lines  and  charges  the  following  rates: 
30c  per  MCF  with  a minimum  charge  of  $2.00  per  month. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value,  2521  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60° F 

100  lb.  cylinder  - $6.50 

Bulk  - 17c  per  gallon 

Storage  facilities  - 1,000  gallons 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°F 
Winter  grade  - 18.2c  per  gallon 
Summer  grade  - 17.2c  per  gallon 
Storage  capacity  - 8,000  gallons 

20.  COAL 

No  coal  used  in  town. 


21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Cereal,  Sugar  Beets,  Dairy  Products;  Horses,  Cattle,  Sheep  and  Hogs; 
Poultry  and  Eggs;  Gas,  Sand,  Gravel,  Straw,  Onions. 


22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal: 

Post  Office 

Provincial 

Treasury  Branch;  Alberta  Government  Telephones;  Department  of  Agri- 
culture; Water  Resources;  Home  for  the  Aged,  Capacity  50  occupants. 

Municipal 

Town  Office;  Committee  Rooms;  Secretary-Treasurer;  Superintendent  of 
Gas  and  Water;  Water  Works;  Fire  Hall. 


23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Bow  Island  Municipal  Hospital  No.  72  has  20  beds  and  seven  bassin- 
ettes. It  is  staffed  by  a matron,  three  registered  nurses,  and  four  nurses  aides. 

Medicine  Hat  Health  Unit  serves  the  area  bi-monthly  with  preventative 
services. 
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Rates  per  Day: 

Residents  - $1.50 
Non-residents  - $11.00 

Other  Services 

3 Doctors 
1 Optometrist 
1 Drug  Store 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Beauty  Parlors  2 

Barbers  2 

Auditors  and  Public  Accountants  1 


25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - Medicine  Hat  to  Vancouver  via  Bow  Island. 
Greyhound  Bus  - Calgary  to  Winnipeg  via  Bow  Island. 

Freight  hauled  by  truck  to  and  from  Calgary,  Lethbridge  and  Medicine 
Hat  daily. 


26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Bow  Island  Graphic  (weekly). 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  Pacific  Telegraphs 
Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Post  Office 

Nearest  radio  station  - Medicine  Hat,  CHAT 
Nearest  TV  station  - Medicine  Hat,  CHAT-TV 
Lethbridge  radio  stations,  CJOC,  CHEC 
Lethbridge  TV  station,  CJLH-TV 


28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Montreal 
Provincial  Treasury  Branch 


29.  HOTELS 

Myrtle 


No.  Rooms  Single  Rate  Licensed  for  Beer 
30  $2.50  up  Yes 


30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Nil 
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31.  CHURCHES 


Roman  Catholic,  United,  Anglican,  Lutheran,  Evangelical,  Latter  Day 

Saints. 

32.  LODGES 

Masons,  Knights  of  Columbus. 

33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Lions,  Elks,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Canadian  Legion,  Women’s  Auxil- 
iary Canadian  Legion. 

34.  SOCIETIES 

Home  and  School  Association,  Women’s  Institute,  Bow  Island  Fish  & 
Game  Association. 

35.  EDUCATION 

Modern  school  buildings  house  Grades  1 to  12  with  the  following  optional 
subjects:  Home  Economics,  Shop,  Art  and  Drama. 


The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades 

No.  of  Teachers 

No.  of  I 

Elementary 

1-6 

10 

325 

Junior  High 

7-9 

5 

115 

High 

10-12 

5 

120 

Plus  two  specialty  teachers. 


Eight  school  vans  transport  the  rural  students  to  the  town  schools. 

36.  THEATRES  & HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Bow  Theatre 

300 

yes 

no 

Community  Hall 

500 

yes 

yes 

Legion  Hall 

150 

no 

yes 

An  excellent  modern  school  serves  the  district 


37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

There  is  no  public  library  in  Bow  Island. 

Drama  and  art  are  taught  in  the  school. 

One  local  5 piece  orchestra. 

38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys:  Scouts,  Cubs,  Grain  Club,  4H  Club. 

Girls:  Guides,  Brownies,  4H  Club. 

39.  SPORTS 

Baseball,  Hockey,  Curling,  Softball,  Golf. 

Facilities: 

Covered  curling  rink,  two  sheets  artificial  ice. 

Covered  arena,  artificial  ice. 

Two  playgrounds  for  children. 

9 Hole  Golf  Course,  Sand  Greens. 

40.  FAIRS 

Sports  Day  only. 

41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil. 

42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  United  Grain  Growers,  Co-op  Hardware. 


43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Auctioneer  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Hair  Dressers  

Accountants  

1 

• — 

— 

— 

Hardware 

Bakery  

1 

1 

— 

1 

Hotels 

Banks  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Implements  (farm)  . 

Barbers  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Insurance  & 

Butchers  

1 

— 

. — 

1 

Real  Estate 

Building  Contractor  . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Lumber  Yards  

Clothing  (Women’s 

Milk  Distributors  . . . 

& Children’s)  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Oil  Distributors  

Confectionery 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Onion  Drying  Plant 

Cold  Storage  Locker 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Plumbers  

Drugs 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Pool  Room  

Dry  Cleaners  

Agents  Only 

Radio  & 

Electrical  Appliances  . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

T.V.  Repairs  

Electrical  Contractor.  .. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Restaurants  

Garage  and 

Shoe  Repairs  

Service  Stations  .... 

9 

— 

— 

9 

Theatres  

General  Store  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Tinsmith  

Groceries  

3 

— 

— 

3 

Welding  & 

Grain  Elevators  

5 

Total  Capacity 

Machine  Shop  

720,000  bushels 
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Establishments 


44.  SITES 


Bow  Island  can  ofiFer  excellent  industrial  sites  that  are  served  with  all 
utilities.  There  is  also  property  to  be  had  along  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
right-of-way  and  highway. 


45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Wheat  growing  is  the  most  important  farm  enterprise  at  Bow  Island.  In 
1950  farmers  in  the  area  lying  west  and  southwest  of  the  town  relied  upon  wheat 
for  85  per  cent  of  farm  cash  income,  the  highest  of  any  district  in  the  province. 
Toward  the  east  and  southeast,  however,  grain  accoimted  for  only  one-fifth  of 
cash  receipts  and  cattle  for  two-thirds  of  the  total. 

In  1956  the  average  size  of  farms  in  County  No.  8 was  1,8880  acres.  Only 
6 per  cent  of  all  farms  were  less  than  240  acres  in  size;  26  per  cent  consisted  of 
1,600  acres  or  more.  In  that  year  436  acres  per  farm  were  in  crop  (290  in  wheat) 
and  330  in  summerfallow.  On  the  average,  there  were  1.5  tractors,  trucks  and 
gasoline  engines  per  farm;  64  per  cent  of  all  farms  were  electrified. 


46.  TRADING  AREA 

North  5 miles;  West  15  miles;  South  25  miles;  East  15  miles. 


47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census  - 3,719 
Town  population,  1956  census  - 1,001 
Town  population.  May,  1959  - 1,076  estimate. 


Many  fine  homes  grace  residential  streets 
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